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Critical Thinking in Criminal Justice
Question 1
Critical thinking can be defined as being able to think rationally and clearly, and comprehending logic between arguments or ideas. Critical thinking has continued being one of the most famous debates during the ancient times. As such, critical thinking formed the debate among philosophers such as Socrates and Plato (Rennison & Hart, 2018). The debate has followed to modern times in everyday lives. Besides, critical thinkers tend always to question assumptions and ideas instead of accepting them with no facts. Critical thinkers will always consider determining whether the arguments, ideas, as well as findings, clearly show thee desired picture or not. On the same note, critical thinkers will always analyze, identify, and solve issues in a systematic way instead of applying instinct or intuition. Therefore, critical thinking must be accompanied by reasoning and a better interpretation of facts and arguments.
Critical thinking is often regarded as a broad intellectual discipline that encompasses aspects such as applying, research, identification, analyzing, and evaluation, among others. In the criminal justice department, critical thinking is fundamental since it aids in solving issues, decision making, and the provision of services to the public (Cole, Smith & DeJong, 2018). On the same note, critical thinking has two main components under criminal justice departments. The first component is a set of beliefs and information processed and generated skills. Law enforcers in criminal justice apply aspects of critical thinking when they are handling field activities. The second component is the intellectual commitment and skills as a way of guiding behaviour. Critical thinking has allowed criminal justice to continue providing and making decisions which are based on reasoned evidence.  
Again, critical thinking encompasses many skills which ensure that the individual will become a critical thinker. One skill of critical thinking is identification, which means that the problem or situation and factors which may affect it are determined. When an individual has known the exact picture of the case, factors, groups, and people who are likely to be influenced, it is essential to begin to consider the problem deeply to find permanent solutions. Some of the questions that an individual is supposed to ask in this step are the reasons, results, and who is doing what as far as the problem is concerned (Rennison & Hart, 2018). The second skill which encompasses critical thinking is research. Independent research is vital upon the comparison of arguments in an issue. Arguments and ideas ought to be persuasive, meaning that figures and facts that form the primary basis may not present the context or originate from questionable or reliable sources. Therefore, critical thinking should be accompanied by independent research. 
Question 2
Critical thinking is vital for both policy analysis and program evaluation. Program evaluation is essential aspects of criminal justice since they aid in evaluating the process as well as the implemented policies. According to Kleinig (2018), criminal justice is a critical sector which is expected to maintain security among the citizens in a community. For the sector to initiate effective and problem-based policies and programs, it is fundamental to apply aspects or components of critical thinking. The programs and policies which are meant to instil change among the offenders should be determined through critical thinking, based on their success and effectiveness (Mallicoat, 2018). Since essential thinking aids in decision making, law enforcers can identify the populations who are at risk or likely to commit crimes. Data and information collected for analysis in criminal justice should be interpreted and verified through critical thinking. 
Additionally, critical thinking is used in policy analysis and program evaluation to determine the use of resources meant to improve criminal justice (Cole et al., 2018). Criminal justice requires costs and a lot of resources to be able to provide services to community members. Resources may include funds and labour, which are meant to aid in the provision of services. How resources are used in the implementation of policies and programs is likely to function the entire criminal justice department. Law enforcers, as well as correctional officers, should apply components of critical thinking to determine the extent of risks, losses, income as well as effectiveness. Again, essential thinking aids in determining the validity and practicality of policies and programs in criminal justice (Kleinig, 2018). Considering the demand for security in different communities, there is a need for criminal justice to ensure that policies and programs are practical upon being used to restore justice in communities. 
Critical thinking is vital in criminal justice for it aids in making concrete decisions, determining the effectiveness of resources as well as the implementation of different policies and programs. Since criminal justice is a critical department, law enforcement officers should embrace the need of applying critical thinking, based on its components and skills (Mallicoat, 2018). Critical thinking should be used to respond to severe cases in an accurate, practical and understandable manner with an intention to make significant impacts in the community. Upon the implementation of new policies and programs, critical thinking should be used to conduct analysis and evaluation to determine the outcomes. For that reason, using critical thinking in making vital decisions will make criminal justice departments effective and productive.
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